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"Therefore go and make disciples of all
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Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,
and teaching them to obey everything I
have commanded you. And surely I am
with you always, to the very end of the age.”
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PRIEST'S
REPORT
Rev'd Christopher Bate
What a year 2020 was. After returning from study
leave at Canterbury Cathedral in mid-February, I
was ready to get stuck into the year and see where
God would take us. But that did not last long. A
month later and a few weeks into Lent COVID-19
was well and truly on our shores and we entered
lock down and our worship space had to close. On a
personal note, this was a challenging time, as a
priest I could no longer physically see those whom
God called me to be a priest to. No doubt many of
us found this time difficult at times, not being able
to see each other and worship together, or have a
cuppa together. Let alone the world around us was
changing rapidly. But the one thing that was
constant was God. He had not changed just the way
we could worship him had and I was reminded of
Philippians 4:13 “I can do all things through him
who strengthens me.” So, we moved forward in
Christ and found new ways to connect and to
worship our Lord and Savior Christ Jesus.
WORSHIP
As COVID-19 hit we quickly adapted and our first
priority was to make sure people where being
contacted. We established “Phone Church” and had
a team of people who each had a group of
parishioners to contact and check in with and pray
with each other.
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Following this we developed worship packs that had Sunday worship service, daily
readings, and a daily prayer service. These were delivered to house holds each
month. As Easter approached My self with Rev’d Juliana recorded services for
Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, and Easter Sunday. These were uploaded to
YouTube and shared on our Facebook page. Also, during this time of lock down
sermons continued to be recorded and uploaded to our website.
We also started collaborating with Dalby Parish in helping each other prepare the
worship packs but also started providing a Wednesday Common Prayer reflection
that followed our New Testament in a year reading plan. This was uploaded to
Dalby parish YouTube channel and shared on our Facebook page. Also, during
lock down a group of us started meeting on Zoom every Sunday for morning
prayer and for virtual morning tea.
On the 12th July we were finally able to gather again physically and recommence
worship at All Saints. As there were restriction in place in regard to how we could
conduct worship it was decided we would start with returning back to a Prayer,
Praise and Proclamation service. This type of service continued for a few months
as people started to regather for worship and as we adjusted to the COVID-19
Industry Plan. In September we had our first communion service since March.
Although due to COVID-19 communion could only be in one form, the bread, and
is still currently in place.
As Christmas approached there was a sense of joy in the air. As we missed out on
the celebration of Easter, we could look to celebrating the joy of Christmas and
the birth of our savior Jesus Christ.
One thing COVID-19 has done is encouraged the church to really look at and
embrace the digital world, and how it can use this space to proclaim the gospel.
At All Saints we have started embracing the digital world and have purchased
new equipment in order to be able to video recorded services. At this stage we
are recording sermons and uploading these to Facebook. This is the first
step in allowing people to see us and hear us before physically attending
worship. As it is suggested that people well observe you online for
around 12months before visiting you in person.
COVID-19 has changed a lot about the way we worship but also has
provided a great opportunity to really look at our worship and how
our worship can be more missional focused.
STUDY
COVID-19 provided an opportunity to
partner with Dalby parish and work together
to provide bible studies and sermon series
across the parishes.
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This has proven to be of great value and has aloud myself and Rev’d David
Browne to work collaboratively and support one another. But also, has created a
bond between the two parishes that we are doing bible study and growing as
disciples together despite the physical distance.
This year Also saw the start of a new bible study group that meets on Thursdays.
This has been encouraging to see and to hear people studying the bible and
growing in their knowledge of the bible. Also it was great to see other groups
embracing technology and one group moved to meeting on Zoom.
PEOPLE
2020 was a tough year mentally for a lot of people in our community. Towards
the end of the year there was an increased of phone calls to the parish for
support in a number of areas e.g. finances, petrol, food, and needing someone to
talk to. As a parish we were not immune to this and some of us had our own
struggles. It was encouraging to see how we felt safe to share with one another
how we are going and to ask for support and prayer.
However, we lost a few people this year. In June we said farewell to the van’t
Spyker family as they moved to Central Queensland where Phillip took up a role
with BCA and a ministry position at the Parish of Keppel and with the Diocese of
Central Queensland. We are thankful to God for the van’t Spyker family and for
there time with us. But we look forward to journeying with them and BCA as we
embrace being a support parish for the van’t Spyker’s.
On a sadder note, this year saw three parishioners go to be with the Lord. In
September we lost Rev’d Geoff Sampson, Don Park at the end of October, and Lyn
Bilney in November. Rev’d Geoff, Don, and Lyn served God and their church in
different ways, but they all lived there call to live as a disciple of Christ Jesus. We
give thanks to God for their involvement in the life of the church and in this
parish. May they rest in peace and rise in glory.
I would like to take this opportunity to thank the parish for your support and
understanding during this year and adapting to the changes that
COVID-19 has brought with it. I especially would like to thank parish
council for their support, guidance, and encouragement over the year.
Especially Sue Ellis for all she has done this year, especially with
helping us being able to gather for worship and fellowship every
Sunday within the COVID-19 guidelines.
Due to personal reasons Katrina Dale stepped down from parish
council in the later part of the year. I would like to thank
Katrina for your support and encouragement as priest
warden and all you have done for the parish over the
last few years. Especially this year given the tough
circumstances we faced with COVID-19.
Thank you everyone for all you have done this year.
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FUTURE
As 2020 becomes part of the past, we are facing a changed world and a changed
church. As a church we have learnt some new skills, embraced technology, and
have adapted to changing circumstances. Despite all that we have faced in 2020
the mission has not changed, to proclaim the Gospel, the good news of Christ
Jesus. But the method of how we do this has changed and is changing. As we look
to celebrate 125 years of ministry at All Saints’ in 2021. Let us also look to how we
can partake in God’s mission at work in the world and continue the ministry here
at All Saints for future generations after us. I believe a new chapter is unfolding in
the life of this parish, and God is calling us to new missional opportunities. New
ways to share the gospel to the wider community. New ways to teach and
encourage each other and our neighbours. New ways to care for one another and
our community.
As we launch our Mission Plan to “Nurture and Equip Disciples to Know Christ and
Make Christ Known.” May we be open to the Holy Spirit that refreshes and guides
us to new opportunities and encourages us to step out in faith just as Peter
stepped out of the boat towards Jesus. May we step out towards Jesus and follow
him to where he calls us to go.
May God richly bless us all and our mission here at All Saints for his
Glory.
Yours in Christ Jesus
Rev’d Christopher Bate

06

WARDEN
REPORT
Katrina Dale
What a year 2020 turned out to be.
Started the year planning events working out
our year of Worship Rev Chris and Juliana went
on a well deserved break and came back just
before everything came to a Stop. Church as we
knew it had to change, no longer allowed to
meet face to face for Sunday Service, Bible
Studies and Morning Tea get together. Had to
put our thinking caps on and work out how we
could continue as a church but as we know
the church is not the building. We all had to
adapt and learn a different way of living. Was a
very hard time for a lot of people.
We all kept in contact through phone calls,
emails and even zoom. Church was becoming
very different we all found different ways of
worshipping through Television, You Tube and
different services Online. Rev Chris was still
doing Morning Prayer but would put online for
everyone to be able to view.
We had to look at different ways of giving a lot
of People went to Online Giving and the ones
that weren’t able to do this Sue would do a Drive
around collecting and checking in on everyone.
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End of the year we lost someone very dear to us Lyn Bilney which was very hard
to deal with and accept. I still remember the week before I seen her at the Service
on the Sunday and stopped her and told her how beautiful she looked, which I
am glad that I did as that was the last time I got to see her. We will miss her
dearly and everything that she did for us and the church.
I would like to say a very big thank you to Sue for everything she did throughout
2020 and still does in 2021 we all appreciate everything that you do. I seen a sign
on a bus stop early January which read “ Will we still Appreciate the Outdoors in
2021” as much of 2020 was being locked up and not being able to get out and go
for walks and visiting.
I would just like to say a big thank you for the Support I received while being
Priest Warden and looking forward to what 2021 has install for us all.
“When God says Go he is not Sending you he is taking you “
Regards and Blessing’s
Katrina Dale
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WARDEN
REPORT
Sue Ellis
How many times have we heard that 2020 had
been a year like no other known to most of us?
It is certainly a common catchcry, reflecting on
the year when all the world was affected by the
COVID 19 virus.
At All Saints’, we had tentatively made some
plans as per usual for the parish for the year but
most of these were drastically changed, as we
dealt with the impact of COVID 19.
An abrupt closure from mid-March of church
services and all activities, apart from those
online, sent us all off on a very different journey.
Even our celebration of Easter and all its
associated activities was cancelled.
During the initial period of restriction, our
emphasis was on trying to keep in touch with
parish members as much as we could through
booklets with services and readings. A number
of people also undertook to contact people on a
regular basis. It was encouraging and typical of
All Saints’ that people in the parish often
maintained networks naturally where they had
contact details. It soon became obvious that
technology was to become an important means
of communication and over time we were able
to explore more options such as ZOOM to link
people for morning prayer.
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It was really great to resume meeting together in church in July, even if in smaller
numbers, due to restrictions and also due to the inadvisability of more vulnerable
people venturing out of their homes unnecessarily.
During this time, in lieu of attending church, a new home group of older, more
vulnerable people commenced meeting weekly, using a daily service in the prayer
book and discussing the Bible study. How exciting this was!
Some months later, many more folk felt confident in returning to physical
worship together. It indeed was joyful, seeing each other and worshipping
together. Around this time, holy communion was included in the services.
Adaptation to the changes had been necessary such as in social distancing,
segregated seating, additional hygiene and cleaning requirements and alterations
to the way we participate in communion and engage in morning tea but we have
adapted fairly well overall.
During this past year, it has been a rather difficult time for people in ministry
being presented with a completely new scenario of supporting a congregation
from a distance with varied, sometimes very few, appropriate resources. It has
been a time of learning and growing and changing. Thanks to Rev’d Chris for this
leadership during this time and to the folk who have stepped into roles created
and changed by COVID.
Especial thanks to those who have completed the TAFE Dining in Course to enable
us to have morning tea and enjoy fellowship after church.
Parish Management:
During the period of physical shutdown, parish business was managed by Rev’d
Chris and the Wardens with support around the accounting from former
Treasurer, Meryl Stephensen. Time limited employment of Jess van’t Spyker to
explore and set up the role for a part time administrative support position had
just commenced when the COVID shutdown was announced, changing her
availability.
A couple of months later we were able to engage the services of Elizabeth
Hodges for up to 5 hours on Thursdays in this administrative support
role. Elizabeth continues to serve in this role.
During the year, Lin Hui accepted the role of Treasurer and also
continues to serve in this position.
Parish Council resumed meeting in June and has
continued since that time. A couple of
members of council have stepped
down over this time, so we have been
considerably smaller than usual
this year.
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Committees and Activities:
At the end of 2019, a few changes were proposed for the two longstanding parish
committees. The Property and Maintenance Committee was to cease to operate,
leaving such matters for Wardens and Parish Council to facilitate. The Social,
Fundraising and Outreach Committee was to continue on, but mainly for the
purpose of facilitating social events.
The SFO Committee (as previously known) did manage to have one meeting in
February. It has not yet reconvened. Social events were rather hard to plan
during 2020 (even in the latter part of the year), due to the overall uncertainty of
the activity of the COVID virus. Having limitations in numbers and space for
events and modified catering options, as a result of efforts to restrict the
possibility of community transmission, has required more creativity in staging
events.
Social activities:
Shrove Tuesday: We managed to fit in our usual intra church celebration of the
three local Anglican churches with our usual meal of pancakes on Shrove Tuesday
at the beginning of Lent at St Thomas.
All Saints’ Day: A visit by Bishop Cam on All Saints’ Day was topped off with a
more adventurous morning tea for COVID times.
The Carols and Glowsticks evening was enjoyed by parishioners and some
visitors, with the catering of the simple sausage sizzle, followed by ice creams
much appreciated. Our usual gift giving to Anglicare clients was on hold
this year
Mission Giving:
This year we commenced a different way of promoting
and supporting our Mission Partners. For our four regular Missions (BCA,
CMS, ABM and BMF) to which we have traditionally donated, we have allocated
two months’ opportunities for promotion and donations per year and the
other four months will be allocated to others, such as the Christmas Bowl
Appeal and CRI. (Christian Religious Instruction).
BCA Link: As we farewelled Philip and Jess van’t Spyker and family mid year
to take up work in the parish of Keppel in Central Qld, we accepted the
offer to be one of their support churches. To this end,
we committed to pray for them and their ministry and
have decided as a parish to make a monthly donation
of $50 to BCA from our funds. This commitment is in
addition to the donations provided in the BCA boxes
and general mission giving.
COMPASSION Sponsorship:
We continued support to Jocelin in Bolivia through
COMPASSION. This has been a long term sponsorship.
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East Ipswich State School Breakfast Club: We continued to support the Ipswich
East State School Breakfast Club financially. A couple of people continued to assist
at least one day per week.
CRI (Christian Religious Instruction):
As a parish we continued our financial contribution towards this area of ministry.
Two parishioners continued to be RI instructors and prayer for this ministry has
been appreciated.
Fundraising: It had been decided that we would not focus on fundraising this year
but engage in such, as there was a need or an opportunity. As it turned out,
fundraising would have been rather difficult in the circumstances. Some bags
made by the mother of Katrina Dale were sold and Bev Ellis continued to make and
sell jams and relishes, providing additional funds for the church.
Kids Church: After the return to services in church, Kids Church did not resume in
2020. Instead, the children had activities with which to engage in church if desired.
Kids Church has now resumed.
Bible Studies: Three study groups have been meeting during the year, all using
material related to the sermon series. One group moved to using ZOOM and has
continued despite being able to physically meet together.
Property and Maintenance: After many years of constant tenancy in our three
rental houses, this year brought significant changes.
No 9 Booval St: In September, the long-term tenants of No 9 Booval asked to be
released early from their lease as they had been able to purchase their own home.
The Parish Council agreed to this request and then reviewed the need for
refurbishment before re-leasing the property. Considerable work was required
to bring it to a better standard, particularly in the kitchen and bathroom, alongside
repainting in much of the house and replacement of some floor
coverings. This project has been overseen by Rev'd Juliana Bate. Parish Council has
approved the amount of $20,000 for the project. It has been made possible
at this price because a lot of work has been completed voluntarily by the
Bate family and our new tenant, Sam, and others. Some financial
donations have also been made by individual parishioners to assist
with the cost.
No 7B Booval St: In November, with the death of Lyn Bilney and the
subsequent plan for husband, Lee, to move to Caloundra,
we not only lost a parish family but the
tenants of No 7B. The house was vacated
in December and needed to be cleared
with some work necessary before it can
be re-leased or re-purposed. An air
conditioner was placed in 7B during
the year.
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The mandatory fire alarms were also installed in this house during 2020 as part
of our plan to gradually prepare all the rental properties in readiness for the
deadline for compliance in January 2022.
No 7 Booval St: The tenancy remained constant in this house. An air conditioner
was placed in the house early in 2020. There was a need for termite treatment of
a stump behind No 7 Booval St and a minor repair to the hot water system. It has
been identified that there is work needing to be done in the front room of this
house.
The Church: There was a need to replace some guttering in the front of the
church and to install a new toilet in the block in the grounds.
The Main Hall: This property is leased by Anglicare. During the year we learnt
that Anglicare requires more space for their operations and that they would be
seeking bigger premises. Anglicare asked for a lease that was month by month
with their need to give notice of three months if they plan to leave. (This has very
significant financial implications for the parish if this comes to fruition.) To this
point of time, we have not been advised of any imminent plan for their vacating
the premises.
During the year, guttering was replaced on southern side of the hall. Anglicare
also installed air conditioning in the back veranda/toilet area at their own cost.
The Small Hall: The lease by Anglicare Well Being program on this hall
was renewed as per the previous lease.
Income: During 2020, because of the extraordinary situation, impacting peoples’
livelihoods and income, as well as potentially their health, we have been blessed
to have had access to forms of support that have been very beneficial to the
parish.
The Diocese applied for and was successful in obtaining the Jobkeeper support
for people employed in the parishes. This very significant amount of funding
has kept parishes like ours buoyant in this time when income has/could have
been impacted by people not actually meeting together and potentially
having their own incomes drastically reduced. The Diocese also ceased the
requirement for 3 months for all parishes to pay the monthly Diocesan
payment, which for us is $810 per month, altogether a helpful saving.
A grant of $1000 to purchase equipment to help in communicating with
people, technology, licences was also made
available by the Diocese. We purchased a
ZOOM licence and a camera and gear for live
streaming during 2020 so this funding was
again very useful. With the cessation of
Jobkeeper at the end of March 2021, our income
base will declineconsiderably.
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This is a point for prayer, as our offertory funds pay for less than half the cost of
having a full time priest, apart from the ongoing cost of running a parish and
maintaining 7 buildings, as the financial reports reveal. The uncertainty of
continuity of Anglicare rental of our main hall particularly makes us financially
vulnerable. Having said that, God has graciously met our need to this point of time
and we can bear witness to this grace. There is 125 years of heritage in this
congregation!
Conclusion: It has been a different year but also a rather exhausting one for many
reasons. We have had to learn to do things differently and cope with uncertainty.
Our way of doing church has had to adapt and some of these changes may be here
to stay; some may enhance how we do things; some may challenge us. We have
asked ourselves questions such as what is God’s future for us at All Saints and
what is our mission? As we go forward, trusting in God, we can be thankful
for God’s constancy.
With thanks to all for being part of this community of faith.
Sue
Sue Ellis
People’s Warden
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